Work is now underway to remove the old railings on top of
the Eastway wall and any remaining overhanging shrubbery in
preparation for the artists to install their work which should be
completed by December.We are also erecting a new decorative
stone structure at the Lone Moor Road end of the wall where
a“Welcome to Creggan” sign will be positioned. In addition, we
are incorporating part of the old United Technologies Automo-
tive chimneystack at the main business centre entrance. This
will preserve the last vestiges of a community landmark that
dominated the site for over 40 years and will act as a visual
testament to the industrial heritage of the area.

Creggan Enterprises wish to thank everyone who has en-
gaged with us in this innovative arts project, in particular our
principal funders the Arts Council of N Ireland under its Re-
imaging Communities Programme. Also Terry McCloskey and
Hugh Gallagher for undertaking the community consultation,
Creggan Enterprises staff, Dr Imelda Foley for her technical
assistance and advice, and Shipquay Enterprises who contrib-
uted to the refurbishment work on the wall.We have also been
greatly encouraged by the interest of participants from local
schools, voluntary, arts and social groups, and individuals from
the wider community.

Re-imaging the
Creggan Roundabout!

Creggan Neighbourhood Partnership (CNP) has secured
funding from the Arts Council of N Ireland under its Re-imaging
Communities budget to place a sculptured piece of art as a
centrepiece on the roundabout facing St Mary’s Church at the
top of Eastway Road.

Sean McMonagle, speaking on behalf of CNP, commented:
“The project will present the opportunity to re-image this
central roundabout by placing a quality sculptured piece of art
at the heart of Creggan to renew and make the area more
welcoming to all. This project complements the ongoing project
of the Eastway wall art project currently underway and co-
ordinated by Creggan Enterprises at the Rath Mor Centre.Both
projects offer the community an opportunity to transform the
gateway into Creggan, to enhance the appearance of the area,
and make Creggan a safer and cleaner place to live.”

Local artist, and former Creggan resident, Locky Morris
has been appointed to develop the sculptured piece. Sean
McMonagle continued:“Locky and CNP will engage in a process

Local artist Locky Morris, left, and Sean McMonagle of Triax NMT.

of local consultation over the coming weeks to generate ideas
from people in the area. We believe that ownership by the
whole community is key to the success of our project. We
therefore welcome and invite streets, groups and residents to
engage in the process. Anyone interested in contributing their
ideas or suggestions for the sculpture can contact Creggan
Neighbourhood Partnership on 7128 1900.”

Fresh Thinking on Creggan Social Housing Dilemma

It is widely acknowledged that the single most pressing issue in
Creggan and the surrounding area is a lack of affordable hous-
ing, with Creggan being the most sought-after neighbourhood
for social housing.

The current crisis in the housing market has not helped:
rather it has made an already difficult situation well nigh im-
possible for young people seeking a mortgage.While the price
of property is falling, purchasing even a modest “starter home”
is generally still well beyond the means of most young peo-
ple, even those who are considered to be well-paid by local
standards.

With this in mind, the recent commitment by Margaret
Ritchie, Minister for Social Development, and Derry City
Council’s Deputy Town Clerk, John Meehan, to take on board
new innovative proposals from the community is most wel-
come. Speaking at the official opening of the Oakland Park
development, Minister Ritchie highlighted the partnering ar-
rangement between council, the community and the private

Oakland Park development opened in September by Margaret
Ritchie, Minister for the Department for Social Development.



sector which not only provided much-needed housing, but
also resulted in the provision of quality sports and play facili-
ties for community use.

To date the lack of available land for development has been
the biggest factor in limiting the availability of affordable hous-
ing within Creggan despite the estate being surrounded by a
substantial land bank.This land bank is currently zoned as green
space, thus preventing it being developed. However, this does
not take into account present realities.

If a pragmatic approach can be taken to utilise surplus lands
held in community ownership in and around Creggan, and a
commitment to provide the necessary infrastructure to sup-
port development, then the first important step in solving
this immense problem will have been taken. Commitments by
council and Minister Ritchie to take on board proposals for the
sensitive development of open spaces at Inveroe Gardens and
some of the land on the periphery of Creggan Country Park

are welcome indicators of fresh thinking. Creggan needs hous-
ing,and with a sustained approach from all concerned this need
can and will be met.

Minister Margaret Ritchie looks over development plans for Creggan
Country Park with Councillor Jim Clifford, John Tierney, and Gerry
Quinn, manager, Creggan Country Park.
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Creggan Neighbourhood Partnership.As this programme
is funded by Training for Women Network under Peace llI
funding, programmes, will only be available for women.

It will offer some old favourite programmes such as:

f Posi:g/e Relations is a new project soon to be launched by

Free — Personal Development

"It will also provide an opportunity to take part in new
and challenging accredited programmes such as: |

Free — OCR Level 2 Peace & Reconciliation
Free — OCR Level 3 Peace & Reconciliation
Free — Political Training provided by WiP —Women into

Politics

Free — Confidence Building
MONDAY C & G Level | Internet & Email | |5 weeks 10.00 — 12.00noon

Desktop Publishing I5 weeks 2.00 — 4.00pm v, -
TUESDAY Shopping online made easy 10 weeks 2.00 — 4.00pm _ )

GCSE Math’s 32 weeks 7.00 — 9.30pm s v b

y the European Union

WEDNESDAY, C & G Start I.T. 15 weeks 2.00 — 4.00pm Feace sndfsconclision Programme

OCR New CLAIT 30 weeks 10.00 — 12.00noon = do
THURSDAY Essential Skills Literacy 30 weeks 10.00 — 12.00noon < > .:-_aﬂ"’hﬂ_,_

GCSE English 32 weeks | 7.00 — 9.30pm v Ta ’[ﬂ[‘
FRIDAY Essential Skills Numeracy 30 weeks 10.00 — 12.00noon w '

The above programmes are presented in partner-
ship with the North West Regional College. There are
limited places available. Places will be allocated on a
first-come first-serve basis. For more information, or

to reserve your place, please contact: Shauna Deery
on (028) 7128 1900 or E: shaunadeery@hotmail.com.
Cover fees apply with the possibility of concessionary
fees where applicable.

wod'ssaIdySmmm ¢ |4 9¢€ | £ (870) — ssa4d |jeyping Aq pauﬁgsap-_





