


Creggan Country Park, Derry, 
received funding from 02 
It’s Your Community 

to clean up a notorious dumping 
spot in the Creggan area and to 
create a bird-feeding area amongst 
new trees and plants as part of 
World Wetlands Day 2008.

Pupils from St Peter’s High School 
and Conservation Volunteers 
Northern Ireland helped clean 
up the back gates of Creggan 
Country Park at Hollyhall Road, a 
favoured spot for illegal dumping 
in recent years and a popular spot 
for walkers. The project entitled 
‘The Big Clean Up’ was part of 
a global celebration of healthy 
wetlands for World Wetlands Day. 
It was made possible after Creggan 
Country Park picked up a top O2 
It’s Your Community award, which 
has the dual aim of engaging local 
volunteers in cleaning up the park 
and also in educating young people 
in how to take care of their local 
environment 

Karen Healy, Environmental Officer 
with Creggan Country Park, 
outlined the reasons for the park’s 
involvement in World Wetlands 
Day: “World Wetlands Day is an 
annual event that is designed to 
raise awareness on the importance 
of wetlands. This year the theme is 
Healthy Wetlands, Healthy People 
so to tie in with this theme we have 
organised a clean up at the back 
gates at Hollyhall Road in a bid to 
make the area cleaner and safer for 
the local community.”

“Pupils took part in a wide range 
of activities including path widening, 
litter picking and creation of a bird 
feeding area with bird tables and 
hanging bird feeders. Everyone got 
the chance to plant trees and bulbs 
in order to bring colour to the area 
and make it a pleasant place where 
people can appreciate local wildlife

The day was a huge success as you 
can see from our before-and-after 
pictures!”

Creggan swaps trash for 
trees on World Wetlands Day!
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By the end of the scheme all the litter has been collected, the gates have been painted to remove rust and graffiti, the paths have been widened 
for walkers, new trees, bulbs and climbing plants are introduced to bring colour and increase biodiversity in the area. A bird-feeding area has also 
been created with seating inside the gates so that the local community can appreciate wildlife in a safe clean environment.

St Peter’s Boys’ School pupils and Conservation 
Volunteers widen paths at Hollyhall Road.
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Building bird tables

A job well done!

Hollyhall Road: A notorious 
dumping ground for many years 
blighted the otherwise attractive 
landscape. Derry City Council 
removed the larger items before 
work commenced.
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DSD have supported this initiative under the Community Investment Fund
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